The National Hockey Foundation.  
Comment on grant awards and applications.

The Trustees of NHF are concerned that, following the launch of the new web site, there are clearly misunderstandings among the hockey community.  We would attempt to clarify issues raised.
The National Hockey Foundation is, and always has been, an independent Charitable Trust. Whilst originally established to develop and operate the Hockey Stadium at Milton Keynes it is completely separate from the sport’s governing body (England Hockey) which has no influence on the decisions or activities of the Trust. 
Following the sale of the lease on the stadium, back to the original landowner English Partnerships, the Foundation’s principle objective now, is to administer the substantial funds resulting from that sale for the benefit of sport in general and Hockey in particular. 
The Trust does not have a specific mandate or responsibility to support the sport of hockey; its charitable remit includes all sports. However, the Trust hopes, and expects, to be able to give substantial financial support to the development of hockey particularly at youth level. The Trustees see the role of the Foundation as encouraging the development and growth of Hockey by providing operational and capital funding through clubs, schools and other educational establishments and by supporting England Hockey’s youth development activities. 
The Trustees want to keep the activities of the Foundation transparent, aid communication, and make grant application as easy as possible.  They feel that our web site, linked to England Hockey’s site, will support this. Our website clearly encourages applicants and sets out the criteria for grant application. Our aim is that applicants should be quite clear from the outset what the requirements are for successful applications.
Specific concern has been voiced at the substantial grant recently awarded to MK Dons Trust. This funding has not been given as a support to the MK Dons football club as this would not meet the Foundation’s charitable objectives. The funding has been for the specific development of the “Onside for life” health project. Established by the MK Dons Education and Sports Trust, this initiative aims to encourage children under the age of 16 years to participate in active sport and, specifically, to deliver a childhood obesity treatment and prevention service. The Trustees have set down conditions to be met before the full funding is issued and the recipient Trust is required to provide ongoing feedback to ensure that these are properly met. 
Similar, rigorous monitoring forms part of all grants issued by NHF including those to England Hockey and other hockey applicants.
The Foundation’s web site outlines how monies have been used to date and the Trustees intend to continue to make this information available as further grants are made.

Details and procedures for making application to the National Hockey Foundation can be found on the NHF web site www.thenationalhockeyfoundation.com
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